CCS SS SCS HB 327 -- TRANSPORTATI ON
This bill makes nunmerous changes relating to transportation.
EM NENT DOVAI N

The bill requires that when the H ghways and Transportation
Comm ssi on takes property by em nent domain, the | oss of access
to a highway nust be taken into consideration when determ ning
damages. This provision has an energency cl ause.

SALES TAX EXEMPTI ON ON STATE TRANSPORTATI ON PRQJECTS

The bill exenpts contractors from paying sales tax on nmaterials
used in Departnent of Transportation projects. This portion of
the bill has an effective date of July 1, 2005.

M SSOURI EMERGENCY RESPONSE COWMM SSI ON

The bill makes the Director of the Departnent of Transportation a
menber of the M ssouri Energency Response Commi ssion in place of
the Director of the Departnment of Econom c Devel opnent.

TRUCKS | N LEFT- HAND LANES

The bill prohibits trucks in excess of 48,000 pounds from bei ng
driven in the far left-hand | ane on urban interstate hi ghways,
freeways, or expressways having three or nore |lanes of traffic
proceeding in the sanme direction, with certain exceptions.

COVMERCI AL MOTOR CARRI ERS

The bill adds the federal definition of “gross conbination wei ght
rating” and “gross vehicle weight rating” to Section 302. 700,
RSMb. The bill also nodifies two provisions of Mssouri |aw

pertaining to hazardous materials carriers to nmake them
consistent wth Federal Mdtor Carrier Safety Adm nistration
regul ati ons.

Under the bill, courts nust forward to the Departnent of Revenue,
wi thin seven days, a record of any guilty conviction involving a
noving traffic violation. The departnment director will be
required to enter any conviction information into the appropriate
conput er systens and transmt the conviction information as

requi red by federal requirenents.

Commercial driver’s license holders will not be allowed limted
driving privileges for the purpose of operating a conmerci al
notor vehicle if their driving privileges are suspended, revoked,
cancel ed, denied, or disqualified.



The bill nodifies the definition of “serious traffic violation”
to include driving a commercial notor vehicle:

(1) Wthout a commercial driver’s license;
(2) Wthout a cormercial driver’s license in possession; and

(3) Wthout the proper commercial driver’s license class or
endor senment .

Applicants for a commercial driver’s |icense nust disclose the
nanes of all states which have issued thema comrercial driver’s
| icense during the previous 10-year period. The departnment
director is required before the initial issuance of a conmerci al
driver’s license and for the first renewal to obtain driving
record information fromany state licensing systemin which the
person has been issued a |license. A commercial driver’s record
must contain a conplete history of the driver, including

i nformati on and convictions from previous states of |icensure.

The Director of the Departnent of Revenue is required to adopt
the federal requirenents for record keeping. This provision has
an effective date of Septenber 30, 2005.

No federal, state, county, nunicipal, or local court can defer

i nposi tion of judgnent, suspend inposition of sentence, or allow
an individual who possesses or is required to possess a
commercial driver’s license to enter into a diversion program
that will prevent a conviction for any violation of any traffic

| aw from appearing on the driver’s record naintai ned by the
director. This provision has an effective date of Septenber 30,
2005.

The director is required to disqualify any driver the United
States Secretary of Transportation has determned to constitute
an i mm nent hazard. A person will be disqualified from operating
a commercial notor vehicle for a period of not |ess than one year
if convicted of a first violation of:

(1) Driving any notor vehicle under the influence of al cohol or
a controll ed substance;

(2) Driving a commercial notor vehicle which causes a fatality
due to negligent operation of the vehicle;

(3) Leaving the scene of an accident involving any type of
vehicle; or

(4) Using any type of vehicle in the conm ssion of a felony.



Any driver who violates an out-of-service order is subject to a
civil penalty not to exceed an anount as determ ned by the United
States Secretary of Transportation.

I ndi vi dual s who operate a school bus nust neet the requirenments
for and be issued a school bus endorsenent as required by the
United States Secretary of Transportation. This provision has an
effective date of Septenber 30, 2005.

LOW SPEED VEHI CLES

Low speed vehicle operators will be allowed to use public

hi ghways under certain conditions. A |low speed vehicle is a

f our - wheel ed vehi cl e whose top speed is greater than 20 mles per
hour but |less than 25 mles per hour and is manufactured in
conpliance with the National H ghway Traffic Safety

Adm ni stration standards. A | ow speed vehicle will not be
operated on a street or highway with a posted speed limt greater
than 35 mles per hour. Low speed vehicles will be exenpt from

i nspection and em ssion testing, but nust conply with federal
standards. Every operator of a | owspeed vehicle nust maintain
financial responsibility as required under the | aw and nust have
a driver’s license. Cities and counties may pronul gate

ordi nances which are nore stringent.

TOW NG PROVI SI ONS

The bill repeals a doubly-enacted section regarding the tow ng of
not or vehicles fromprivate property. The bill also provides
that tow trucks will be considered an energency vehicle after

arriving at the scene of an accident.
PERSI STENT AND PRI OR OFFENDERS

The bill makes it clear that drivers charged with al cohol -rel ated
offenses will be ineligible for a suspended inposition of
sentence whether the drivers are in nunicipal court or state
court.

TOTAL TRANSPORTATI ON DI STRI CTS

Under the bill, property separated by easenents or rights-of-way
w Il be considered contiguous for transportation devel opnent
district purposes. Districts formed by property owners need not
contain contiguous properties if:

(1) The petition provides that the sole funding nethod is a
sal es tax;

(2) A court finds that all the property within the proposed



district will benefit district projects; and

(3) Each parcel within the district is within five mles of
every ot her parcel

As an alternative nmethod for formng a transportati on devel opnent
district, the bill allows two or nore | ocal transportation
authorities which have adopted a resolution calling for the joint
establishnment of a district to forma district. The proposed
district area nust be contiguous and may contain all or any
portion of a county or city. The bill outlines the requirenents
of the petition.

The bill allows the alternatively forned devel opnent district to

i npose a sales tax contingent upon voter approval. The district

may i npose a funding mechani smother than a sales tax if approved
by the voters within the district.

PO NTS FOR YOUNGER DRI VERS

Persons under the age of 18 who are convicted of exceeding the
posted speed limt by 20 m|les per hour or nore will be assessed
ei ght points for the first conviction and 12 points for the
second or subsequent conviction.

SCHOOL BUS PERM TS

Applicants for school bus permts nust submt two sets of
fingerprints beginning January 1, 2004. One set of fingerprints
will be used by the State H ghway Patrol in order to search the
crimnal history repository, and the other set will be forwarded
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for searching the federa
crimnal history files. The applicant will pay the appropriate
fees for the searches. The bill renoves the Departnent of Social
Services fromthe school bus permt process.

RAI LROAD CROSSI NGS

Whenever an authority legally closes or vacates a road which has
a railroad crossing, the H ghways and Transportation Conmmi ssion
will issue an order authorizing renoval of the crossing wthin 30
days.

COMVERCI AL MOTOR VEHI CLES AT RAI LROAD CROSSI NGS

The bill requires operators of comrercial notor vehicles, other
than those required to stop by law, to approach a railroad grade
crossing at a rate of speed which will permt the vehicle to stop
before reaching the nearest rail or crossing and not drive upon
or over a crossing until due caution has been taken to ascertain



that the course is clear.
ROAD S| G\S

The bill allows regionally accredited post-secondary educati onal
facilities to be eligible for tourist directional and travel
i nformation signs.

WORK ZONES

The bill requires work zone warning signs to not be visible
during any tinme in which workers are not present for four hours
or nore. Current |aw provides that warning signs wll not be
visible if workers are not present for two hours or nore.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE TRAFFI C OFFENDER PROGRAM

The bill nodifies various provision relating to the Substance
Abuse Traffic O fender Program (SATOP). The bill requires that
sone of the noneys deposited in the Health Initiatives Fund be
used for the admnistration of the program Enrollees in the
program nust pay a supplenental fee as determ ned by the
Departnent of Mental Health in addition to a required fee. Under
current law, the supplenental fee is $60. Any administrator of a
programwho fails to remt supplenental fees and interest on any
unpai d suppl enmental fee bal ance to the Division of Al cohol and
Drug Abuse will be subject to a penalty or legal action by the
Attorney Ceneral. This part of the bill contains an energency

cl ause.

ANI MAL- DRI VEN VEHI CLES

Per sons operating aninal-driven vehicles after dark nust use
| anps or lanterns and reflective material which conply with rules
promul gated by the Departnent of Public Safety.

VEHI CLE- RELATED FEES AND FI NES

The bill allows any city and first classification charter
counties (Jackson, St. Charles, and St. Louis) to enact

ordi nances to include outstanding vehicle-related fees and fines
on bills issued for personal property taxes. Vehicle-related
fees include traffic violation fines, parking violation fines,
towing fees, and | ate paynment penalties. Currently, cities have
authority to enact ordinances to collect parking fines on
personal property tax bills. The bill also allows cities and
counties to establish intergovernnental revenue collection
agreenents to collect vehicle-related fees and fines.

The Director of the Departnent of Revenue is required to deny



not or vehicle registration applications and to suspend current
notor vehicle registration for persons who owe vehicle-rel ated
fees or fines to the City of St. Louis and have not initiated a
process for the adjudication of those fees or fines. The bil
specifies procedures for denial and suspension of registration.

DRI VEAVWAY OPERATI ONS

The bill nodifies the definition of “driveaway operation” to

i nclude the transporting of vehicles in transit fromone place to
anot her by driveaway or towaway nethods. The bill provides that
driveaway |icense plates nay only be used for the purpose of
transporting vehicles in transit. Driveaway |icense plates may
not be used by tow truck operators transporting w ecked,
abandoned, inproperly parked, or burned vehicles. The bil
extends the area for certain | and i nprovenent contractors’
commercial notor vehicles from25 mles to 50 mles.

MEMORI AL HI GHWAY

The bill designates the portion of U S. H ghway 71 in MDonal d
County as the “Corporal Bobbie J. Harper Menorial H ghway.”

Al RBAGS

The bill makes it a class D felony to install an airbag that does
not conmply with federal standards or an airbag which has

previ ously been installed in another notor vehicle wthout

di scl osing that fact.

ALL- TERRAI' N VEHI CLES

The bill nodifies the definition of “all-terrain vehicle” (ATV)
by increasing the unladen dry weight of an ATV from 600 pounds to
1, 000 pounds and by providing that an ATV nay be a vehicle with a
seat designed to carry nore than one person.



